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Recommendation for Support of Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Fish Program 2010-2011 Sportfishing Rule Proposal #32 

to ban lead in fishing tackle on 13 common loon nesting lakes
Recommendation

I/The __________________support/s the protection of common loons nesting on Washington’s lakes by eliminating a significant source of mortality from lead fishing tackle ingestion with potential lead poisoning.  Loons ingest lead fishing gear and likely expire from lead toxicity, as one lead sinker can kill a loon.   I/We support this ban on the use of all lead fishing tackle on Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s selection of 13 common loon nesting lakes, and/or support a ban of lead weights, sinkers ( one ounce or less), or artificial lures, jigs (two inches and less along its longest axis, measurement including the hook).   

Basis for Recommendation

The common loon is a symbol of Washington’s lakes that faces a variety of threats linked to human activities. The common loon is listed as a “State Sensitive” species in Washington State.  The common loon is a rare breeding species and vulnerable to a number of threats. Ingestion of lead fishing gear is the single largest cause of death of Washington’s common loons, accounting for 39% of all mortalities in the state
.  The toxic effects of lead are well documented and confirm a direct link between ingestion of lead fishing tackle and mortality


. The common loon may accidentally swallow sinkers or jigs when catching and swallowing fish with active fishing lines, and/or fish with broken fishing lines, or inadvertently mistake and ingest lost sinkers for small stones which helps grind fish bones and other prey in their gizzard. In 1994, the EPA stated that one lead sinker is lost for every 6 hours of fishing.  

 In the United States and Canada, it is estimated that hundreds of tons of lead fishing tackle are deposited in marine and freshwaters annually, primarily through the loss of sinkers and jigs while fishing.  More than 30 species of waterbirds, including loons, all dabbling ducks, eagles, other wildlife, domestic animals and humans, including children, have also inadvertently and/or intentionally swallowed lead sinkers with resultant lead toxicosis and even death. 3
There are many U.S. manufacturers that now produce lead-free sinkers and jigs that are available in fishing tackle stores and retail outlets nationwide. They are known to be effective and comparably-priced to lead sinkers and jigs.  Links to non-toxic fishing tackle can be found at: www.loonwatch.org  
Anyone can get lead poisoning.  Lead is most dangerous to young children because their bodies and brains are still growing and developing.  It would be irresponsible to continue to allow the use of toxic products for sports or fishing purposes and their deposition in Washington waters.
 

	A piece of lead as small as a grain of sand is enough to poison a child.
(Centers for Disease Control, 1991) 
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